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Pastor’s Desk...

Christ the Lord is risen today! Let us rejoice!
Let us sing! Let us praise our God, for the
tomb is empty!!

As we welcome in April we are filled with
the Easter story and the glory of the
resurrection. As the women approached the cold
dark tomb, their hearts were filled with sadness.
Their beloved Lord and teacher was dead and
they had come to tend to his beaten and abused
lifeless body. Can you imagine the pain and
despair they were suffering? Close your eyes for
a moment and picture yourself in their place.
Feel the hopelessness and pain. Let these
feelings of despair seep into your heart and soul.
Then imagine yourself standing in front of the
empty tomb. Imagine the angel speaking to you
and telling you the amazing news that your Lord
has risen from the dead. Allow yourself to be
surrounded by joy, hope, love, and awe.

As | look at the gray days of winter
transform into the bright sunny days of spring, |
am reminded of the joy and mystery of the
resurrection, as | watch the new buds appear on
the maple trees and see the forsythia begin to
turn yellow. I am reminded that our God is a
God of change and new beginnings. | am
reminded that our amazing Creator is always
willing to transform and renew the human heart.
Many of us feel despair and fear this spring, as
we look at the state of our economy, the natural
disasters that have hit Haiti and Chili, the
continued political struggles, and the stress of
our world. We are human and it is natural for us
to be worried and to absorb the stress of our

world. But we are also Christians: called to
serve the risen Lord. We are an Easter people!
Easter people are ready and willing to allow the
power of the transforming God into their hearts.
Easter people are able to shield themselves from
the worry and fear of this world, and focus on
the power of the empty tomb. Easter people,
know that although things look dark on the
outside, God is still very much alive and
working on the inside of the human heart.

As we celebrate the Easter season, I invite all
of you to focus on the mystery and awe of the
resurrection. Allow the power of Jesus’ love to
touch your heart and your family. Ask your
family to pray with you, inviting the presence of
the Lord to fill your life and show you the joy of
Easter.

Christ the Lord is risen today! Let us rejoice
for the light and love of Christ has defeated
death and despair! Let us shout for joy and
allow our hearts to be filled with the mystery,
love and power of the resurrection. Let us
proudly proclaim that we an Easter people:
ready and willing to serve the risen lord, Jesus
Christ.

peace: Yictoviov
~ Hory WEEK

~ WORSHIP SCHEDULE

7 pm Maundy Service
10 am Easter Service
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BAPTISM: Kaiden Thomas Flagg was
baptized on March 21. Kaiden is the son of
Katherine Wypyszinski and Cory Flagg.

Sandy, Louise, Scott, Janice,
Marylou, John Ken, Pearle,
Ruth, Bert, Lester, all those
who are hungry, scared,
anxious, our leaders, those
who are serving in our armed

: services, those who find
themselves in decision making positions, and all
of God's children. May the light of Christ, the
love of the Spirit, and wisdom of our Creator,
shine brightly and call all of us to live in
harmony with each other.

Remember our Shut-ins with a
note or call....

Mrs. Martha Gravelin

Lanessa Extended Care Facility
751 School St.

Webster, Ma. 01570

Mrs. Louise Grundstrom 508-949-0400
Christopher Heights Rm. 290

338 Thompson Rd.

Webster, Ma. 01570

Malcolm Pearson
Beaumont Nursing Home
85 Beaumont Street
Northbridge, Ma. 01534

Mary Lou Peterson
Life Care Center
14 Masonic Rd.
Auburn, Ma. 01501

John Peterson

Life Care Center
14 Masonic Rd.
Auburn, Ma. 01501

Bert Helgerson
112 Town Farm Rd.
Sutton, Ma. 01590

Janice Swindell
306 Boston Road
Sutton, Ma. 01590

Ken Grundstrom
Millbury Health Care
312 Millbury Ave.
Millbury, Ma. 01527

Ruth Putnam
Millbury Health Care
312 Millbury Ave.
Millbury, Ma. 01527

Pearl Cressey
Millbury Health Care
312 Millbury Ave.
Millbury, Ma. 01527

June Sanger
Jewish Health Care
629 Salisbury St.
Worcester, Ma.
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To all my church family

E‘FD and friends-

S0 Thank you for all the love, caring, and
[0 support you've given me during my dad's
illness. The phone calls, cards, emails,
k and hugs made this sad time a little bit
easier. | feel blessed to be part of such a

Y caring group!
S Love,
L] Barbaraw O’ Conwnor

Deacons News

Your continued support to the Sutton Food
Pantry is greatly needed. All donations made to
the pantry stay in the town. Financial donations
can be made to The Friends of Sutton Elders
Food Pantry Account.

They expressed a need for the following items,
spam, canned turkey, canned chicken, canned
ham, beef stew, spaghetti sauce, macaroni and
cheese.

Also there is a need for cleaning supplies and
toiletries, dish detergent, laundry detergent,
soap, individually wrapped toothbrushes, paper
towels and cleaning supplies.

fmmlhechrislianmucalmncnonlmamr

Rotation Mission Project
During our Bible Rotation we will be collecting
non-perishable food items for the Sutton Pantry.
Please have your child bring a non-perishable
food item with them to Sunday School where
we will accept and bless the items.

Sunday School Calendar

April 4 Easter Sunday — Join together in
celebration of the Resurrection of our
Lord (No Sunday School)

April 11 — May 4 Learn about the Bible
Rotation

May 9 Celebrate our Children Sunday —
Family Sunday & Mother’s Day

During this rotation we will be learning about
our sacred book, the Bible. The Bible is a
library we can hold in our hands. The children
will explore how to use the Bible, what’s in it,
how it came to be and what’s important about it
through a variety of fun activities.

In an effort to have “The Best Sunday School
Ever” we will be giving the children a
questionnaire about our Sunday School
program. If your child is too young to fill it out



alone, please help him/her to fill it out. If you
have an older child, please encourage him/her to
fill it out. | truly would like to hear from all the
children what they like and what they don’t like
about our Sunday School program.

To be sure, there is plenty going on at First
Church. Get yourself and your young person
involved. And as always, | encourage you to
come to me with any comments, concerns, and
ideas. | truly enjoy hearing from you and your
input is extremely important. You can reach
me: at church (508) 865 — 6914, at home

(860) 923 — 2077, or e-mail
edgerton_deb@yahoo.com.

Semior Youh Group

The Senior Youth Group is open to all young
people in the 9" thru 12" grades. It’s not too
late to sign up if you are interested in joining the
Senior Youth Group and attending our summer
mission trip. We have one opening. FCCS
Senior Youth Group is open to all Senior High
School students! We will be going to the
Newark, NY area on our mission trip this
summer the week of July 18". If you are
interested in attending this mission trip please e-
mail me at edgerton_deb@yahoo.com.

Senior Youth Group Meeting
Sundgy, April 25, 2010 @ 11:30 AM

In the Bible Times Theater room, you will
receive your mission packet of information and
forms. We will also be talking about fund
raisers and about the trip.

We have one opening available. If you have a
friend that might be interested; bring them
along.

THANK YOU ALL!!!

The Confirmation Class and Senior Youth
Group would like to thank all of you for your
generosity in giving clothing and other items for
us to take to City Reach this year. Those who
were on the receiving end were very grateful
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and it is a gift to our young people to be able to
help distribute what you gave.
Thank you so much!!!!

Junior Youwth Growp

The Junior Youth Group will meet at the church
from 7-9:00 pm to play games, make flamingos,
cook, and plan for the spring. All youth in
grades 6-8 are welcome. Friends are welcome.
If you have any questions, please call Victoria
or Kevin Martus.

Hids Club

Calling all parents of youth in grades 3-6! On
Sunday, April 11, 2010 immediately following
the worship service in the church sanctuary, a
meeting will be held for all parents of youth in
this age group, to discuss the Kid's Club. What
is Kid's Club? When does it meet? Why would
my kid want to get involved? These are some of
the questions we will be answering and
exploring. 1 am asking you to please give me 15
minutes of your time to discuss this group, so
that the church can better reach out and minister
to our children. Questions? Please contact
Victoria. | hope to see all of you on Sunday,
April 11!

(raduating Seniors

Women’s Fellowship of Sutton is offering
scholarships to high school seniors graduating
this spring. Letters of interest, including a high
school transcript, may be sent to Women’s
Fellowship 307 Boston Road Sutton, MA 01590
or placed in the Women’s Fellowship mailbox
in the church office by April 16, 2010.

One can sell Christ as Judas
did. but one cannot buy him.

The Newsletter Newsletter, April 2001



by Diane Glancy

teach in a college and have two grown

children. I'm aware of God. | know my

Redeemer. | praise him in my daily life

because | have to—because | know to. Life
has been too difficult to do otherwise. | do more
now than | could have ever done without Christ.
I acknowledge him in my life.

In my midlife, God moved me from the back
roads of Oklahoma, from a below-minimum job
as artist-in-residence for the State Arts Council
to a professorship at an elite college in
Minnesota. My children were still young when |
found myself on my own; now both have
finished college. One is a lawyer; the other is a
teacher who now stays home with her three
children. I travel to her house as often as | can to
rock the children, read stories, say prayers, and
speak a word of encouragement to my daughter.
She is overwhelmed with her duties as the
mother of very young children.

I know the power of words. | remember praising
God when | had nothing. | remember walking
with determination near the apartment where |
lived in Oklahoma, knowing there was
something else for me, something larger. 1 still
praise. | tithe. This is a tough world with a hard
economic wall, especially for single mothers.
Every step is still by faith, even though my life
now feels stable and secure. In short, I am
blessed.

| don't evangelize. 1 no longer teach Sunday
School as | did through my children's growing-
up years. | write books, and maybe someone
reading them hears a word of faith. I hope I
don't reach the end of my life with a sense of
failure, a sense that | have not done enough—
that | didn't serve God. | hear cries from those
around me and don't always know what to do
about it. So | pray. Sometimes in the middle of
the night | awake, thinking of my children or
someone somewhere. One summer | was
studying at the Newberry Library in Chicago,
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staying in an apartment surrounded by the
projects. | would think: someone, somewhere in
the area, is suffering; a child is mistreated,
someone feels betrayed. | prayed for them.

| am not blessed with a missionary zeal. |
haven't healed anyone that | know of or raised
anyone from death. But | can live steadfastly in
the turmoil of this world; assured that in Christ |
belong to God. | know my Redeemer.

A friend e-mailed about his 89-year-old mother.
She had called him on the phone to confess she
hadn't been tithing because she was on a fixed
income--but she'd decided that she was going to
start faithfully tithing again. Within a few days,
she got a call from her pastor asking her to go
on a church prayer retreat with all the expenses
paid by the church. The next day, she went to
her bank to get some money and the bank teller
told her, “Don’t withdraw any money; since
your 90th birthday is coming up, our bank is
going to give you a present of $100 in cash!"
The following day, she got a letter froma
community group to let her know she had been
chosen to receive a $500 grant to help pay her
utility bills. After she began tithing again, she
was amazed at the unexpected provisions she
received from the LORD.

Note from the Colectors

We would appreciate anyone who has church
envelopes from previous years (2007 or 2008)
to destroy rather than reuse as the number may
belong to someone else. Thank you.

A Christian is the keyvhole
through which other folks see

cod.
Robert E. Gibson
The Newsletter Newsletter, March 1997



Louise’s Technique Organ Model SXEA3 about
15 years old but like new has foot pedals. Has
been played by our own organist Eric. Price
$2,000.00 For more information contact Al
Larson at 508-779-0279.

Warning: 2010 Census
Cautions from the Better

Business Bureau

With the U.S. Census process beginning,
the Better Business Bureau (BBB) advised
people to be cooperative, but cautious, so as not
to become a victim of fraud or identity theft.
The first phase of the 2010 U.S. Census is under
way as workers have begun verifying the
addresses of households across the country.
Eventually, more 140,000 U.S. Census workers
will count every person in the United States and
will gather information about every person
living at each address, including name, age,
gender, race, and other relevant data.

The big question is — how do you tell the
difference between a U.S. Census Worker and a
con artist: BBB offers the following advice:

If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your
door, they will have a badge, a handheld device,
a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a
confidentiality notice.

Ask to see their identification and their
badge before answering their questions.
However, you should never invite anyone you
don’t know into you home.

Census workers are currently only
knocking on doors to verify address
information. Do not give your Social Security
number, credit card, or banking information to
anyone, even if they claim they need it for the
U.S. Census.

Remember, no matter what they ask, you
really only need to tell them how many people
live at your address.

You don’t have to answer anything at all
about your financial situation. The Census
Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank
account, or credit card number, nor will
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employees solicit donations. Anyone asking for
that information is NOT with the Census
Bureau.

The Census Bureau is not working with
ACORN on gathering this information. No
ACORN worker should approach you saying
he/she is with the Census Bureau. Eventually,
Census workers may contact you by telephone,
mail, or in person at home.

However, the Census Bureau will not
contact you by e-mail, so be on the lookout
for e-mail scams impersonating the Census.
Never click on a link or open any
attachments in any e-mails that are
supposedly from the U.S. Census Bureau.

By Susan Johnson

Make a“S ‘11?1"1”
Catcher

You will need:

< round, clear plastic, food
container lid

< hole punch

< yarn

<€ permanent markers in
a variety of colors

<« glue
<« glitter Q—/>(

How to make it:

@ Using the markers and
glitter, decorate the lid
with the name of Jesus
and some bright colors
and shapes.

<« Punch a hole in the top.

<« Put a piece of yarn
through the hole and tie
it to make a hanger.

< Hang in a window to
catch the sun.




